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Notes and Definitions 


Abbreviations: 


WIA - Wounded in action 

IIA - Injured in action 

N-B Injury - Non-battle injury 

FUO - Fevers of undetermined origin 


Annual Rates per Thousand: Rates in the form of "annual rates 
per thousand men" are conventionally used in medical 
statistics and reporting. They serve the purpose of 
basing observations on a common time-period. Most 
annual rates in this report are based on observation 
of a month-long period; such rates can be converted 
to rough percentages for the month by dividing them 
by 120. 


Crude Death Rates: This term applies to deaths from all causes 
among the entire army in the theater, as distinct 
from death rates specific for cause, age, risk, 
and so on. 
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HEALTH OF U. S. ARMY TROOPS IN SWPA 
October 19); 


1. NON-EFFECTIVENESS 


The non-effective rate shows a gradual but significant increase since July, 
although the estimated rate was somewhat higher (l).l%) than the corrected rate 
(4%) for August. The estimated non-effective rate for October is }.l% and 
incomplete reports for November indicate that this rise will continue. 

August there was a decrease in non-effectiveness due to battle casualties, but 
there was a marked increase during October. The rise in non-effectiveness is 
also due to accumlation of medical patients awaiting return to the United States. 


2. ADMISSION TO SICK REPORT 


The admission rate to sick report for September shows a decline from the 
August figure although the August rate was higher than the previously estimated 
rate. Incomplete returns for October indicate that the rate will be somewhat 
higher. There was a marked increase in the rate for Diarrheal Diseases, a 
decline in the rates for Typhus, Dengue and Respiratory Diseases. 


3. DEATHS 


The crude death rate for the theater showed a significant decrease during 
August and September. There was an increase in deaths from non-battle injury 
which was offset by a decrease in the rate for those killed in action and those 
dying of battle wounds. 


h. EVACUATIONS 


There was no significant change in the evacuation rate during the month of 
August, but a decline for September with a corresponding increase in those boarded 
and awaiting evacuation to the United States. There were one hundred and eighty- 
one (181) air evacuations to the United States during the month of August and two 
hundred and twenty-four (22!) during the month of September. This is the largest 
number to be evacuated by air, since the inauguration of air evacuation. The 
percentage of evacuations due to Dermatitis continued to rise through August and 
September. 


5. HOSPITAL BEDS 


There was an increase in fixed beds of approximately 000 in the theater due 
largely to the reorganization of hospitals and increasing the capacity of units. 
There was also an increase in mobile beds. The percentage of T/O beds occupied 
in the Bases was 7% against 91.5% for July. There were 6979 vacant beds in the 
Bases as of October 25, 19). From these vacant beds it was necessary to allocate 
7000 bed credits for the Leyte operation. Therefore, there was barely sufficient 
-beds in the Bases to support the operation. 
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LEADING CAUSES OF NONEFFECTIVENESS - SEPTEMBER, 19) 
(Based on Reported Conditions) 


Army Personnel Remaining on Sick Report 
per Thousand 


Cause 8) 2 h 6 8 10 12 
ee aw ae 7 


Non-battle Injury............ 2 
Fever, Undiagnosed......cceees 
Neuropsychiatric........cesee 
Battle Casualty........cee.e. 


Common Respiratory Diseases.. 


Diarrheal Diseases.......e+-- £ 


Venereal Diseases............ Z Average, 1913 
September, 19); 
I A GEES September, 1913 


om 
Scrub TyphuS....c.seccccccess Geez 
see! 


MEAN DAILY NONEFFECTIVE RATE PER THOUSAND 
Rate Southwest Pacific Area 
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(a) Estimated, in that this rate is based on Abbreviated (Radio- 
graphic) Weekly Statistical Reports. 
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ADMISSIONS TO SICK KSFORT ALL CAUSES 
Rates per Thousand per Annum 


Comparative Admission Rates 
October, Annual Rates per 1000 


1500 


(a) All of the rates above are computed on the basis of consolidated monthly 
statistical health reports (M0MD e6ab) with the exception of October 1344 
which is based on the weekly abbreviated statistieal report. Above rates 
are subject to change upon receipt of late reports. 


ADMISSIONS TO SICK REFORT, SWRA 
Rate August, 1942 - October, 1944 inclusive 
per Annual Rates per Thousand 
1000 


Admissions to Sick Report 
Cause = [Jul Aug Sept Oct (a) 


N-B Injury | 141/149 /|143 [147 
24|19| 5 | 40 

41 

76 
42 | 42 

‘1 99} 79 

12 

28 


WIA, IIA 
ASONMDIPMAMITASONDIPMAMISTASOND 
1942 1943 


(a) Based om abbreviated radiographic statistical report. 
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SECRET DEATHS BY CAUSES, SWPA 


Total, 1943; 1944 thru September; and September, 1944 


Absolute Numbers and Crude Annual Rates per Thousand* 


1944 thru 
September 


Cause 
Rate Rate Rate 
Number | per 1000 | Number | per 1000 | Number per 1000 1000 


Automobiles 


September, 1944 


Street cars 
Motorcycles 

Railroad 

Air Transportation 
Water Transportation 
Drowning 


Burns 

Falls 
Firearms 
Electrocution 
Animals 
Poisoning 
Other 


* Based on WDMD 86ab, "Statistical Report"; subject to correction on receipt of 
late information. = 
** (Falling trees - 19, Zxplosions - 8, Execution - 1, Machinery - 3, Others - 5.) 
*** (8 KIA previously reported MIA; 3 - November period 1942; 5 = December period 
1942 not included.) 
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MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, SWPA TO UNITED STATES 
January, 1943 - Sept., 19, Inclusive 
Rates per Thousand per Annum 
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per 
1000 


MEDICAL EVACUATIONS, (BOARDED) AWAITING EVACUATION TO UNITED STATES 
January, 1943 - Sept., 194, Inclusine 
Rates per Thousand 
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MEDIGAL EVACUATIONS, NEW GUINEA TO AUSTRALIA 
January, 193 - Sept., 194, Inclusive 
Rate Rates per Thousand per Annum 
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(a) Based on Station List Strengths. 
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SECRET MEDICAL EVACUATIONS BY CAUSE - SWPA TO UNITED STATES 


Absolute Numbers and Rates per Thousand per Annum+«# 


MEAN STRENGTH | 191366 410308 627676 661598 672733 


Ee ea Ce ed a ee 


ARTHRITIS 493| 2.58| 5.94 365 5. 1.77} 3.96 
ASTHMA 480] 2.51] 5.79 358 4.72 : 3.91 .. 1.50] 3.36 
NEOPLASM 31} 0.16] 0.37 49 0.47 ‘ 0.44 20 | 0.36} 0.80 
CARD IO-VASCULAR 244 40| 0.73 206 27 | 0.8] 1.08 
OTHER Cio. tele} 2.89 177 | 0.86] 2.49 


DEFECT OR 
DEFORMITY 
(NON-MENTAL) 
DERMATITIS 
DIABETES 
PEPTIC ULC:R 
FILARIASIS 
MALARIA AND 
SEQUELAE 
TYPHUS AND 


Il 0.02] 0.03 
8] 0.15 0.09} 0.20 | 
SEQUELAD 0.95 28, rom aaa 1.04, 


TUBERCULOSIS || _97| 0.81] 1.17, [95 [0.46] 1.34 Pies [32] 0.61] 1.15 Y 0.68 | 1.68. 
4 


NEUROSYPHILIS 0.53 Q. WBS 0.35 0. 06 0. ll HE O. ie — p12 C7| 0.16 , 
onies | ) 
VENERSAL 0.01] 0.04 0.0h| 0.08 | 
BATTLE CASUALTY 
6.6 1.68] 4.85 301} 5.75} 19.85 336 11.42 4.82 | 10.79 
751| 3.92] 9.05| 696 | 3.39] 9. B 344] 6.58] 12. 39 267 22h | 4.00] 8. 95 
PSYCHOSES, ALL 862] 4.50] 10.359 566 | 6.66/19. 416] 7.99 76 303 72. 
CONSTITUTIONAL 
PSYCHOPATHIC | 
STATES 70| 0.37 0.01} 0.04 


MENTAL 

foe fasten, saat ted aca al fa 0.08 
PSYCHO- 

| weuroses, aux || esos] s2.0s| 27.77] 1870] s.celss.s1 | 260] a.e7| v.27] _sosl_s.so| ro.as| agul s.au| aaap6 


EPILEPSY [lor 1.40 | 36] 0.75[ 1.37] 43] 0.76] 1.46] 22] 0.39] 0.08 


ORGANIC 
me 122 0.67] 1.93 ie 1.251. 2.36 78-1 2639 aaae 


cONDTEION | | 
4.88] 11.26 | 766 | 3.73/10.80 | 316 11.39 | 355 12.09 5.28 | 11.83 


Prorat e204] 38-34 00-00 | 7054 | 4 56]Y. OO | 2775 [85-05 100-0 | PoFO] S=8e TOO. OO | asor| | aia 
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***Subject to changes upon receipt of late reports. 
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S.W.P.A. MALARIA ATTACK RATES 


Fer_ 1,000 Fer Annum 
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(a) Strength based on station lists, USAFFE, 

(b>) Rates computed from WOMD 86ab. 

(c) Relapse rates prior to Sept. '43 not available. 


MALARIA ATTACK RATE - SWPA- SEPT. 1944 
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| 307 f 23 | 
C - TOTAL CASES R- RATE PER THOUSAND PER ANNUM 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS (TREASURY- EMIRAU- NEW GEORGIA-GREEN): TOTAL CASES 20; 
TOTAL SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA: AUGUST SEPT. 
PRIMARY ATTACK RATE 27 2) 
RECURRENT ATTACK RATE 15 15 
TOTAL 42 36 


PERCENTAGE OF DISEASE HOSPITAL BEDS OCCUPIED BY 


MALARIA CASES IN S.W.P.A. 
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STATUS.CF HOSPITAL BEDS, SWPA 


a. Summary 


Hospital Beds in. Theater 


Services of Supply 
Fifth Air Force 
Sixth Army _ 

Uyth Corps 


325 
17,800 


Attached to Services indicated, assigned 90S. 


be Fixed Hospital Beds by Area. 
USASOS Bases 


Area h of Under 
Operating | Orders 
T/o Beds | Into 


Occupisd 
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Army Supply Points 


* 1500 beds alerted fer a future operation. S 
of 


-9- 


SECRET 


GENERAL COMMENT 


AVAILABLE SHIPPING, WAREHOUSING AND DOCK FACILITIES OCCASIONALLY MAKE THE 
FOLLOWING OF A PLANNED MENU DIFFICULT. AS A CHECK ON PLANNED REQUIREMENTS, NUTRIENTS 
AS ACTUALLY ISSUED TO TROOPS ARE NOW REPORTED EACH MONTH. THESE REPORTS (CMD~118) APPLY 
TO THE "Y" SCALE AREA FROM SEPTEMBER 19) AND TO THE "X" SCALE AREA FROM AUGUST 19h). 


FOOD ENRICHMENT 


DRY YEAST PURCHASED FROM AUSTRALIAN SOURCES IS ENRICHED WITH THIAMIN AND 
RIBOFLAVIN AND FORTIFIED WITH CALCIUM SALTS. WHILE DRY YEAST FROM THE UNITED STATES 
IS NEITHER ENRICHED NOR FORTIFIED, THE FLOUR FROM THE UNITED STATES IS ENRICHED WITH 
THIAMIN AND RIBOFLAVIN. RECOMMENDATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO HAVE ALL FLOUR SUPPLIED 
SWPA FROM THE UNITED STATES, FORTIFIED WITH 500 TO 2000 MILLIGRAMS PER POUND OF CALCIUM 
OR SALTS. THE USE OF AUSTRALIAN FLOUR (NON-ENRICHED, NON-FORTIFIED) WITH YEAST FROM 
THE UNITED STATES WILL JEOPARDIZE THE DIETARY OF THE TROOPS BY FURNISHING INSUFFICIENT 
VITAMINS AND MINERALS. ACTION IS BEING INITIATED TO OBVIATE THE ABOVE DEFICIENCIES. 


SANTTARY REPORTS 


LESS THAN 3% OF ALL MONTHLY SANITARY REPORTS CONTAIN STATEMENTS THAT THE DIET 
IS INADEQUATE. LACK OF VARIETY IN FOODS RESULTING IN WASTE IS A MAJOR PROBLEM IN SWPA 
AND EVERY EFFORT IS BEING MADE TO REMOVE INEQUALITIES IN DISTRIBUTION TO CORRECT THIS 
LACK OF VARIETY. 


MUTRIENT CONTENT OF ARMY RATION 


CONTINOUS STUDIES OF THE RATIONS AS PLANNED AND AS ISSUED ARE CONDUCTED. 
ALL DEFICIENCIES OF NUTRIENTS REPORTED ARE DISCUSSED WITH THE QUARTERMASTER. 
CORRECTIVE ACTION IS THUS INITIATED SO AS TO PROVIDE A RATION WHICH IS 
ACCEPTABLE, PALATABLE AND WHICH CONTAINS AS MUCH VARIETY AS STOCKS PERMIT. 
PLANNED MENUS FOR THE "Y" SCALE AREA TO AUGUST SHOW ADEQUATE THOUGH MARGINAL 
AMOUNTS OF THIAMIN AND RIBOFLAVIN. THE ASCORBIC ACID, NIACIN AND CALCIUM 
CONTENT OF THE FOODS PLANNED FOR ISSUE WERE SATISFACTORY. AN ACCEPTABLE 
CALORIFIC CONTENT EXISTED. PLANNED MENUS FOR THE "X" SCALE AREA UP TO AUGUST 
SHOW ADEQUATE AMOUNTS OF ALL B-COMPLEX VITAMINS, ASCORBIC ACID, MINERALS AND 
CALORIES. WITH THE ASSIGNMENT OF ADDITIONAL NUTRITION OFFICERS, REPORTS ON 
FOODS AS ACTUALLY ISSUED IN BOTH THE "X* AND "Y" RATION SCALE AREAS HAVE 
BEEN INSTITUTED. THE FIRST OF THESE REPORTS FOR THE "X" SCALE AREA SHOW THE 
FOODS ACTUALLY ISSUED TO CONTAIN MARGINAL AMOUNTS OF THIAMIN AND RIBOFLAVIN, 
ADEQUATE AMOUNTS OF ASCORBIC ACID, SUFFICIENT NIACIN, ACCEPTABLE QUANTITIES OF 
CALCIUM AND ADEQUATE ENERGY FOODS. ACTUALLY ISSUED FOOD QUANTITIES IN THE "Y" 
SCALE AREA PRESENT A SIMILAR PICTURE WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT CALORIFIC INTAKE 
WAS SOMEWHAT LOWER THOUGH ADEQUATE FOR THE DEGREE OF TROOP ACTIVITY. IMPORTANT 
NUTRIENT CONTENT OF TROOP DIETARIES ARE PRESENTED GRAPHICALLY IN THE FOLLOWING 
CHARTS: 
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MONTHLY AVERAGE MENU VALUES OF SELECTED COMPONENTS OF THE DIET 
September, 1943 - September, 1944 


per THIAMIN per RIBOFLAVIN 
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— — Minimum Requirements 
*sotually issued in foods (Corrected for losses) SECRET 
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